_12°

THE EVENING STAR, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1914

&0, COMMIUTER
WINFRSTROUND

Proposed Increase in Rates
Suspended by Interstate
Commerce Commission.

ARE GIVEN FOUR MONTHS
TO CONTINUE THE FIGHT

Decision Hailed as Victory by Or-
ganization Formed to Oppose
the Increase.

commuters using the Metropolitan
t=anch and the Washington branch of
the Baltimore and Ohio ruilread wen a
victory before the interstate commerce
commission today when that body sus-
pended the proposed increaises in com-
mutation rates which were to have be-
come effective next Satunday midnight.

The order suspending the rates al-
tows 120 days for the hearing and in-
vestigation as to the reasonableness of
the propased increases.

During that time those living along
the lines of the Baltimore and Ohnio and
using the road as commulers will be given
the privilege of appearing before the
commission to point out their reasons as

the rates should be prohibited.

1. . Gurley, secretary of the Metro-
pol.tan Branch Commuters’ _.&ssm tation,
an organization formed to fight the in-
crease soon after the mouncement ol
its proposal was made, when informed 1y
a Star reporter of the commiission's de-
cision, was enthusiastic and said that the
work of preparing the cas of the com-
muters would start right away.

Thinks Victory Important.

“] consider the commission’'s decision
quite a victory for us.” declared Mr
Gurley.

The case of the Baltimore and Ohlo

commuters was considered to be dif-
ferent from that of the Pennsvivania

ruflroad commuters in that the lormer
ro.d proposed to cut out entirely the
180-trip quarterly ticke s. The PPenn-

sylvania railroad recently filed supple-
mental tariffs and put back some of

the tickets which it had originally
pisnnned 1o cancel
The commuters along the Baltimore

and (Ohio are considersed by the com-
mission to have bLeen badly treated in
the proposed changes in rates and the
withdrawal of certain tickets, among
these beineg the fifty-trip and twenty-
four-trip family tickets, Tor which wa
substituted a ten-trip monthiy ticket
usable only by the bearer. Computi-
tions showed that the new ton-trip
ticket would amount to app:oximate.y
« 20 per cent increase with none of the
privilege ©f the family tcket, which
vould be used by any member of a
Tamily.

Tue whole position of the railroad
with regard to the proposed increases
wias considered by the commission to
have warranted a thorough investiga-
tion as to the reasonableness of the
ratés. Tae cifect of the susp-nsion or-
der allowing time for this hearing and
investigation is to permit the commut-
ers to cvontinge at their old rtes dur-
g the 1oav mentas which the saspen-
sion orders covars.

Since the fact was made known of
the intention of the road to increase
its commutation rates the commuters
along the Jictropolitan  bro
been marshaling their forces for the
one big Lzat o pevent i

M ouRv

ing into efect. Much information on
the subject has been collected, and
while soine of this was countaned n

the orizinal petition filed with the in- |y

commerce commission by the
commuters’ association there is much
more to he given the commission at
the time set for the hearing.

The associntion of conunuters not
only gathered in data for submission
to the commission, but urged town
councils and other governing bhodies of
the towns =along the JMetropolitan
Liranch to tak ertion and file protests
with the co fon. The result is
that the commi n has been besieged
with such prot

1t is probable

rTerstate

at o date for & hear-
ing will be =et within & short time and
that 1. oo e ST § hezxin ta
work of investigating into the reason-
ableness of the proposed increases.

WATERWAYS PROJECTS CUT.

President Told Bill Will Carry Ap-
propriations of $34.200,000.

The rivers zamd harbors bill will be
reported to the House within 2 few
days, and will carry an apprepriation
of 234,200,000, all for existing projects.
No new projects are included in the
list. Representative Sparkman, chair-
man of the rivers and harbors com-
ittee, today told Fresident Wilson
that the estimates were $45,000.000 and
that every effort had been made by
the commitles to prune the appropri-
ations to the limit

No plans are made in the hill for new
projects, it is sald. It Is not known
what the President’s attitude to the bill
=ill be. It is already known that he
favors the creation of a commission
which will consider these things in a
comprehensive way and the recom-
mendations of which as to both old
and new projects will be accepted by
CoOngress.
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PAY OF MAIL CARRIERS
HELD BACK, IS CHARGE

House Members Intimate Depart-
ment Desires to Show De-
creased Expenditures.

The intimation that the Tost Office
Department is withholding payments
that should have been sent to star
route carriers in the west, because of a
desire to show a decrense in expendi-
tures, was made in the House today by
Representatives Johnson of Washing-
ton and Mondell of Wyoming. The leg-
islative, executive and judicial appro-
priation hill was under digcussion ol
e thime.

“1 want to say right here,” said Rep-
resentative Johns=on, ‘“that there are
star route carriers in the west who
have bought horses and wagons amad
have paid $30 32 ton for oats, and have
bid for the siar routes at low figures.
Now for months the post oflice here
hus withheld their pay, and the star
route men in my distriet have received
three letters apiece from attorneys)
here in Washington offering to collect
the money due.”

Shows Mock Surprise,

“You don't mean to intimate that the
department here is holding back pay-
ments in order to show a surplus, do
you?"' asked Representative Stafford of
Wisconsin, with mock surprise.

“(ih, no, 1 wouldn't for the world,” re-
plied the Washington republican with
ieigned horror.

“How Jdo these attorneys get pos-
session of the names of carriers who
hiave not been paid for so long?" asked
Hepresentative Mondell.

“There is  some  peculiir  system
wherehby the cards zet out of the card
index system boxes and don’t return,”
said Mr. Johnson, *and 1 intend to
extend my remarks in the Record by
~eproducing a set of those letters”
“The post office is too busy book-
keeping here to show an apparent sur-

plus to pay any attention to  sStar
route men.” said Representutive Mon-
dell

DISTRICT OWES $6.939,150.

Treasurer of U. S. Gives Total Bond-
ed Debt June 39, 1914, -

The total bonded debt of the Distriet
'of Columbia at the close of business
June 90, 1914, was 6,089,150, accord-
ing to the thirty-seventh annuval re-
port of the treasurer of the United
States on the sinking fund and funded
debt of the Distriet, made public to-
day. Beginning with a total indebted-
ness of $22,106,650 July 1, 157§, the
Distriet, the report shows, has made
net reductions to the amount of §15,-
167,560, leaving the balance of $6,938
150. Reductions In the yearly interest
charges have been made from $1,-
015,759.12 in 1878 to $253,368.31 during
the past fiseal year. The amount of
the funded debt retired during the

vear was $£71,700, reducing the annual
interest charge by $26,312.84. l

At the ciose of the fiscal year 1914
the 10 per cent guaranty fund retained|

from District of Columbla contractors |
amounted to $241.586.1, the repor
shows. This amount was represented

by $170,230 United States and District
of Columbia hends, costing $176,673.20,
and $64,923.531 cash. The bonds are
purchased on reguest of the contract-
ors and at their risk. i

TO MEET EVERY THURSDAY.

Pan-American Commission to Formu-
late Plans to Safeguard Commerce.

The commission appo'nted last week

the governing bodrd of the Pan-
| American Union to formulate plans for
more vigorously protecting the rights as |
| neutrals of the American republies dur- |
ine the Furopean war, after an organiza- |
tion meeting vesterday, decided to gather
Thursday in each week to discuss propo-
<itions which various South and Central
American Eovernments are expected 1o
submit relative to safeguarding com-
Merce,

The commission wiil he known as the
Dan-American  commission. Secreviry
Hryan is to be chalrman of it, with Dr.
Cespedez, the Cuban minister, Secretary,
and Francisco J. Yanes, assistant director
of the Ian-American Union, assistant
secretary.

Rules of procedure were discussed at
vesterday's meeting. Concrete sugges-
tion= are to be laid before the commis-
| sion next Thursday.

I TO REDUCE PAPER PURCHASE.

| Shortage of Rags, Due to War, Gov-

erns Committee Action.
Possibly  of shortage in rag=
to the FEuropean war today led
joint congressional committee on print- |
to reduce the amount of rag paper it |
plane to buy for the year beginning
next Mareh for the government print-

1

due
the |

L

ingz office.
According to specifications agreed
| upon the big Eovernment print-

ing shop will use %1,000,000 worth of
paper next vear. Sealed bids for fur-
nishing this paper will be received
January 25, and the award made Feb-
ruary 1.

TOLLS PASS MILLION MARK.

Coast-Bound Trade Makes Up More
Than 600.000 Tons of Canal Traffic.
The

Panama eanal ha' bheen opened
months before it was made
n =ailing- vessel. November
pass=a
being

for thres
of hy
: two such vessels were

irnueh the locks wgelher, one
the British schooner Zeta, plyving be-
tween Gulfport, Miss, and salboa, on
the west coast of the isthmus, load-
ed with "umber. The other vessel was
| the plea .ure boat Athens.
| The tolls on vessels making use of
- canal reached and passed the one-
Hion-dollar mark November 18, rep-
ting ducs collected from 2 Vs
of which 30 were in hallast or
hoats, The reveipts which
$11. 810 prior to ugust io,
canal was used by barges
. reached T8 2 for the month o~
showing a substantial and
S2imE INCreaese, .
largest part of the traffic was
up of coast-bound trade between
s east and west coasts of Arerica,
which marde Up MOre tnan Gui ooy tons

lof the total tonnage of 1,297 484,

}
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|  Work in His Annual Report.

! Many of the weak points in the or-
' ganization of the general land office
| have been strengthened during the
| venr, accarding to the annual report of
| Clay Tallman, commissioner of the
general land office, made public today.

=

LAND OFFICE STRENGTHENED.

Commissioner Tal!lman Discusses

| He wcalls particular attention to the
fuct that although the work of the
‘land office is increasing there has been
n decrease in the fees received.

Uf the work of the office during the
year he says: I feel that in the main
we have had the full co-operation ot

offices. Hegisters, receivers and sur-
vevors general are getting out of the
habit of viewing those offices as po-
litical sinecures and are doing real
substantial work, in many instances,
jof a high order.”

He renews hls recommendation for
an additional assistant commissioner
for the general land office and for
equalization of fees in public-land pro-
ceedings.

-
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